M. LALLY'S PLAN OF CAMPAIGN
handed over the keys to the enemy. After the subjugation and
devastation of that place, the French in their false pride held
up their heads to heaven.
M. Lolly reaches Phulchcri after the victory at Dcwnam-
pattan; he then marches out to attack Tan/ore on the
advice of his councillors, plunders and besieges the
vicinity of the fort of Tanjore; the helplessness of
the ruler of that place; the coming of help from
Nattharnagar according to the orders of Hazrai-i-
A'la, and the flight of M. Lolly towards Phulcheri.
After subjugating the fort of Dewnampattan, M. Lally
reached joyfully Phulcheri like a serpent to its hole dancing and
jumping, and threw up his cap of proud deeds in the presence
of his countrymen. M. Liri, the governor became more
intoxicated with pride than his companions, welcomed him,
adored him, extolled him, and arranged merry parties. Next
day M. Lally assembled a council consisting of all nobles,
members of the military and civil departments and placed
before them his ideas as follows:
"Of the two difficult knots, only one was untied by the
skill of my experienced and resolute finger-nails. The second
knot relates to Cheunapattan. It has the association of the
strong support' of the Nawwab Muhammad All Khan; hence
it is a more intricate knot. Will not the expectation
of the Deccan army bring trouble on account of the lack of
money? If I turn my face towards Arcot, possibly it may be
subjugated. But there are no means to get money from that
quarter and such endeavour has no advantage. In these circum-
stances a kingdom or a fort may be chosen so that money may
be obtained by its subjugation, for money is the key to open the
door of every desire and the strength of the fist to prove
bravery."
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